




CITY COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

SUBJECT:
*a   GENERAL PENSION BOARD APPOINTMENTS:

1.  Appoint Skip Lorenzen as Member with Financial Experience for a two-year
term expiring 12/31/17
2.   Appoint Melvin Register as Commission Appointee for the remainder of a two
year term expiring 12/31/2016

SUMMARY:
1.  John J. "Skip" Lorenzen currently serves on the General Employees' Pension Board as
one of two members appointed by the City Commission.  There is currently a vacancy for a
Member with Financial Experience.  Mr. Lorenzen qualifies to serve in this capacity.  It is
the Pension Board and Staff's recommendation to appoint Mr. Lorenzen as Member with
Financial Experience to fill this vacant position. This is a two-year term which expires 
January, 2018.
 
2.  Melvin Register currently serves on the General Employees' Pension Board as the
elected General Employees' Representative.  He has resigned his elected position as he has
now entered the Deferred Retirement Option Program (DROP) and is no longer considered
a "member" of the Plan, which is a requirement for this elected position.  Because the
membership values his experience and service, on 12/8/15 the Employees' Pension Board
voted to recommended the Commission appoint him as the City Commission's appointee.
 
An election will be held on January 8 to fill the elected General Employee's Representative.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Appoint Skip Lorenzen as Member with Financial Experience and Melvin Register as
the City Commission's Appointee to the General Employees Pension Board.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
S. Lorenzen Application Backup Material
M. Register Application Backup Material
Pension Board List (updated) Backup Material

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Driggers, Betsy Approved 12/15/2015 - 10:54

AM







General Employees’ Pension Board 
 

5 members; 2-yr. Terms for Trustees 
 

 
 
 
Name/Address       Term Expires 
 
Skip Lorenzen   Appointed 02/02  Jan. 2018 
Financial Rep (appt 12/15) 
2501 Fairway Dr. 
Palatka FL   32177 
 
Vacant    Elected   Dec. 2016 
 
 
Melvin Register   Elected 1/09  Empl Rep Jan. 2017 
General Employees’ Rep  WTP Supt.  
320 N. Moody Rd (2210 St. Johns Ave)  329-0144 
Palatka FL   32177 
 
James Norwood (Chairman) Appointed 1/04  Jan. 2017 
Commission Rep 
201 N. 2nd Street 
Palatka FL   32177 
 
Terry Suggs (Secretary) as set forth in Pension Plan Ordinance  
City Manager 
201 N. 2nd Street 
Palatka FL   32177 
 
Meets Quarterly – 3rd Tuesday of Mo. 
March, June, Sept., Dec.     



CITY COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

SUBJECT:
PUBLIC HEARING - RESOLUTION electing to use Uniform Method of Collection for
non ad valorem assessments (Fire Assessment) - Adopt - Tabled on 12/10/15 to a time
certain of 12/17/15 @ 5:00 p.m.

SUMMARY:
THIS PUBLIC HEARING WAS TABLED DURING REGULAR SESSION ON
12/10/15 TO A TIME CERTAIN OF 12/17/15 AT 5:00 P.M. 
 
On November 16, Fire Assessment notices (bills) were mailed out to all who own real
property in the City of Palatka.  This was done pursuant to Ordinance No. 15-14 and
subsequent resolutions all authorizing and adopting a Fire Assessment in order to fund
certain Fire Protection capital improvements.   
 
By adopting the attached resolution, the City will be providing notice to the State
Department of Revenue, Putnam County Property Appraiser and Tax Collector of its
election and intent to use the Uniform Method of Collection for a non-ad valorem
assessment, in order to add the fire assessment for 2016 and years going forward to
property tax bills, the first of which will be mailed out in November, 2016. 
 
This public hearing was duly and properly noticed according to statute and the Notice
appeared in the Palatka Daily News for four consecutive weeks prior to the 12/10/15
public hearing, on Nov. 17, Nov. 24, Dec. 1 and Dec 8.  A copy of that publication is
attached as Exhibit "B."   It has also appeared on the City's Website.  Because this Public
Hearing was tabled to a time certain of December 17, 2015 at 5:00 p.m., the advertising is
current.
 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Adopt the Resolution electing to use the Uniform Method of Collection for non ad
valorem assessments (Fire Assessment)

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Resolution Resolution
Exhibit A to Resolution - City Limits Exhibit
Exhibit B - Proof of Advertisement Exhibit



REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Driggers, Betsy Approved 12/15/2015 - 9:00

AM



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-11-___ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF PALATKA, FLORIDA 

ELECTING TO USE THE UNIFORM METHOD OF 

COLLECTING NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS LEVIED 

IN ALL OR PART OF THE CITY OF PALATKA, FLORIDA; 

STATING A NEED FOR SUCH LEVY; PROVIDING FOR THE 

MAILING OF THIS RESOLUTION; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF PALATKA, 

FLORIDA AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION 1.  AUTHORITY. This Resolution is adopted pursuant to the 

provisions of Article VIII, Section 2 of the Constitution of the State of Florida, Chapter 166, 

Florida Statutes, the Charter of the City of Palatka, Florida, Chapter 189, Florida Statutes, 

sections 197.3632 and 197.3635 (collectively, the “Uniform Collection Act”), and other applicable 

provisions of law.   

SECTION 2.  FINDINGS.   It is hereby ascertained, determined and declared: 

(A) The City Commission of the City of Palatka, Florida ("City") is contemplating the 

imposition and collection of one or more series of special assessments, sometimes referred to as 

non-ad valorem assessments, for the provision of capital infrastructure and/or essential services 

which benefit properties or relieve burdens created by properties, including but not limited to, 

demolition work or services, lot clearing, utilities, roads, fire protection and stormwater services 

and facilities (the "Assessments"). 

(B) The City desires to preserve the option to use the uniform method for collecting 

non-ad valorem assessments to fund the cost of providing such Assessments to property within 

the City as authorized by the Uniform Collection Act, which will allow such assessments to be 

collected each year commencing in November 2016, in the same manner as provided for ad 

valorem taxes. A description of the boundaries of the City is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

(C) The City has held a duly advertised public hearing for the purpose of 

considering the adoption of this Resolution, proof of publication of the notice for such hearing 

being attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

 

SECTION 3.  UNIFORM METHOD OF COLLECTING NON-AD VALOREM 

ASSESSMENTS. 

(A) Commencing with the ad valorem tax bills issued in November 2016 and each 

year thereafter, the City hereby preserves the opportunity to and announces its intention to use 

the uniform method authorized by the Uniform Collection Act for collecting non-ad valorem 

assessments associated with providing the Assessments.     

(B) The City hereby determines that the levy of such Assessments is needed to pay 

or fund the cost of providing such services and facilities. 



Notice of Intent Resolution for 2016 

 2 

(C) Adoption of this Resolution is for the purpose of complying with the statutory 

requirements that the City publicly announce and inform the Florida Department of Revenue, 

the Property Appraiser, and the Tax Collector that it may levy non-ad valorem special 

assessments and use the uniform method of collection, and that if it does so, that the City agrees 

to adhere to the provisions of Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes.   

(D) Adoption of this Resolution shall not be deemed to commit or require the City to 

impose any assessments or collect the same in any particular manner. 

(E) By this Resolution the City Commission hereby agrees to and accepts the terms 

authorized by sections 197.3632(2) and 192.091(2)(b)2., Florida Statutes, or their successors in 

function, for compensation of tax collectors and property appraisers, and the City Commission 

agrees to pay such amounts by deduction as the non-ad valorem assessments are collected. This 

Resolution and the specific restatement of the foregoing agreement to the Property Appraiser 

and Tax Collector by written notice on or before January 10, 2016 does and shall constitute an 

enforceable written contract and satisfies the requirements of the statute of frauds under 

sections 725.01 and 197.3632(2), Florida Statutes, which is consistent with controlling case law 

and informal guidelines provided by the Florida Department of Revenue.  Such documentation 

shall serve to constitute the City’s separate written agreement required by section 197.3632(2), 

Florida Statutes, unless an alternative mutually agreeable written agreement governing the 

reimbursement of necessary administrative costs in this circumstance is otherwise mutually 

agreed upon by the City and Tax Collector and/or Property Appraiser. 

(F) Upon adoption, the City Manager, or designee thereof, is hereby directed to send 

correspondence as directed hereby along with a copy of this Resolution by United States mail to 

the Florida Department of Revenue, the Property Appraiser and Tax Collector by January 10, 

2016. 

SECTION 4.  CONSTRUCTION; EFFECTIVE DATE.      This Resolution shall 

be liberally construed to effect the purposes hereof and shall become effective immediately 

upon adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City of Palatka City Commission on this 10th day of 

December, 2015.   

PALATKA CITY COMMISSION 

 

By:        

Terrill L. Hill, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

Betsy Driggers, City Clerk  

 

 

Approved as to form for the Reliance 

Of the City of Palatka only: 

 

      

Donald E. Holmes, City Attorney 



Notice of Intent Resolution for 2016 

Boundaries of City 

 

EXHIBIT A 

 

DESCRIPTION OF BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF PALATKA 



Notice of Intent Resolution for 2016 

Proof of Publication 

 

EXHIBIT B 

 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 



Notice of Intent Resolution for 2016 

Proof of Publication 

 

CITY OF PALATKA 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE UNIFORM METHOD OF 

COLLECTING NON-AD VALOREM SPECIALASSESSMENTS 

 

The City Commission of the City of Palatka, Florida (the "City") hereby provides notice, 

pursuant to Section 197.3632(3)(a), Florida Statutes, of its intent to use the uniform method of 

collecting non-ad valorem assessments levied within Palatka, Florida, for the cost of providing 

capital improvements, and/or essential services commencing in November 2016.  Such 

assessments may include, but are not limited to, demolition work or services, lot clearing, 

utilities, roads, fire protection and stormwater services and facilities.  The City will consider the 

adoption of a resolution electing to use the uniform method of collecting such assessments 

authorized by Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, at a public hearing on December 10, 2015 at 6 

P.M. or as soon as possible thereafter at the regular meeting place of the Palatka City 

Commission, City Commission Chambers, City Hall, 201 North 2nd Street, Palatka, Florida 

32177.  Such resolution will state the need for the levy and will contain a legal description of the 

boundaries of the real property subject to the levy.  A copy of the proposed form of resolution is 

on file in the City Clerk’s Office City Hall located at 201 North 2nd Street, Palatka, Florida 32177.  

All interested persons are invited to attend.  

Adoption of this Resolution shall not be deemed to commit or require the City to impose 

any assessments or collect same in any particular manner. Adoption of this Resolution is solely 

for the purpose of complying with the statutory requirements that the City publicly announce 

and provide notice to the Florida Department of Revenue, the Property Appraiser and Tax 

Collector that it may levy non-ad valorem special assessments and use the uniform method of 

collection. 

In the event any person decides to appeal any decision by the City with respect to any 

matter relating to the consideration of the resolution at the above-referenced public hearing, a 

record of the proceeding may be needed and in such an event, such person may need to ensure 

that a verbatim record of the public hearing is made, which record includes the testimony and 

evidence on which the appeal is to be based.  In accordance with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accommodation or an interpreter to participate in this 

proceeding should contact Betsy Driggers, City Clerk, at (386) 329-0100 at least two (2) days 

prior to the date of the hearing. 

 

By:  /s/ Betsy J. Driggers, City Clerk 

       City of Palatka, Putnam County, Florida 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Line Legal Classified – Publish on November 17, November 24, December 1, December 8, 2015 

TWO (2) PROOFS OF PUBLICATION REQUESTED 

Please send editing proof with cost of publication to 

Betsy Driggers, City Clerk 

bdriggers@palatka-fl.gov 

 





















































































































































































CITY COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

SUBJECT:
POLICE CHIEF SEARCH - Update and possible recommendation of appointment

SUMMARY:
As discussed at the 12/10/15 meeting, the City Manager may complete police chief
interviews on Thursday, December 17, 2015.  If so, he could be prepared to make a
recommendation as to an appointment of Chief of Police.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Update and possible action on recommendation of appointment of Chief of Police

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Driggers, Betsy Approved 12/14/2015 - 3:14

PM
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