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Meeting called to order by Acting chairperson, Sue Roskosh at 4:00PM.  Members present: 
Zachary Landis, Earl Wallace, Randy Braddy and Phil Leary. Members absent: Carl Stewart, 
Ezekiel Johnson, Clem Saccareccia, and Anthony Harwell.  Also present: Assistant Planning 
Director, Debbie Banks; Recording Secretary, Pam Sprouse and City Attorney, Donald Holmes.

Motion made by Randy Braddy to approve the minutes of the May 5, 2009 meeting. Seconded
by Sue Roskosh. All members present voted affirmative. Motion carried. 

Phil Leary motioned to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2009 meeting and seconded by
Randy Braddy. Motion carried.

Case PB08-29 Address: N 16th from Reid St. to St. Johns Ave.
Applicant:  St. Johns Automotive Real Estate LLC
Agent:  Juli Holmes

Request:  A request to close that portion of N 16th St from Reid St. to
St. Johns Ave.

(Public Hearing)

Ms. Banks read a case overview memo from Planning Director Jim Lee, written on June 18,
2009 regarding the review and sufficiency of the application.

Breck Sloan, representing St. Johns Automotive Real Estate LLC d/b/a Beck Chevrolet, handed
the Board an information packet, and explained some of the challenges they are facing with the
current facility and the reason for the request. He spoke of safety concerns with traffic, security
and theft. He stated there are 8 points that are open in that one section of 16th street. He added
that they currently have liability insurance problems with respect to this facility, and trying to
maintain the ability to keep the insurance on the facility. The insurance company has
recommended securing the premises, which is difficult to do with a road running through it. He
explained that one of the reasons for the delay with this request is that they were trying to get a
better idea of the traffic patterns by doing their own counts with cameras and the help of the city
staff, but this was inconclusive, as there were several factors such as: 50 employees entering
and exiting 4 times a day, leaving out one side or the other of 16th Street, not to mention, the
transition of vehicles from one lot to another. This made it difficult to determine how much of
the traffic is dealership traffic and how much is through traffic. A traffic study as recommended
by City staff, it would be cost prohibitive at approximately $35,000.00 to $50,000.00. 

Mr. Leary asked Mr. Sloan if the matrix chart on page six were done by the Public Works
Department. 

Juli Holms, St. Johns Automotive Real Estate, stated that in an effort to determine what was
internal and what was legitimately through traffic, and in an effort to aide City staff, they
installed multiple of their own security cameras high enough to capture the Road for 3 to 4 days
and turned the information into the City, however, as there is a time-lapse in the security
filming, and with the internal and through traffic, they were not able to get a picture. This left the
Planning Director uncomfortable with these counts as the numbers would not be as accurate as
a Traffic Engineer could produce.
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Case PB08-29 N 16th from Reid St. to St. Johns Ave. – continued

Discussion took place regarding the peak hours for traffic and the effect of this request on other
businesses in the area.

Mr. Sloan stated that they have attached statements from various surrounding business and
utility companies supporting the closure of the street. He stated that he has the support of the
Police Department with regards to securing the lot and closing that section of 16th Street. Also
attached, is a letter from Connie Walker of Department of Transportation who obviously they
would deal with as far as driveway cuts or access to the facility if directly off of Reid Street
stating that they would not be in opposition to this section of street closure as they are trying to
eliminate some of the entry and exit points off of Reid St. Mr. Sloan advised that the GM
Corporation has advised that this dealership is among the 60% remaining dealers, and that
they were notified and will be held to certain facility improvements and requirements, including
dual showrooms with certain square foot requirements. So they would have to look at this from
a long-term standpoint versus the current facility. Their intent would be to simply redesign the
dealership and entire lot to meet minimum facility requirements.

Discussion ensued regarding the possibility of securing the two blocks independently with 
fencing, crosswalks and speed bumps to effect immediate change. 

Jason Brown, 1609 St. Johns Avenue, St. Johns Auto Body, stated that this request would 
adversely affect his business. He added that they have a very large recovery truck used for 
towing semi-tractor trailers and they need the access of that section of 16th Street to get this 
vehicle to their property, as well as other large delivery trucks that service his business and his 
customers that they have had for 31 years and they are expanding. He ended by stating that 16
th Street cuts all the way back to State Rd. 20.

Kent Scroggins, 1609 St. Johns Avenue spoke in opposition of the request and stated that 16th 
Street is the main artery for his customers.  He spoke in opposition of the request, stating that 
traffic safety has never been a problem with the previous dealership owner. He compared the 
proposed with Garber Auto Mall, in Green Cove Springs, stating that has left the other 
dealership locations in that area vacant. He stated that he believed a security problem would be
minimized with a fence. As far as people getting run over on that section of 16th street, he has 
never seen that in the 32 years that he has been there and that signs and a crosswalk could 
minimize safety concerns.  

Discussion continued regarding record data of traffic incidents for that street as well as 
accessibility and maneuverability of large towing and service type vehicles.

(Regular Meeting)

Discussions took place regarding vacating versus closing a road.
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Case PB08-29 N 16th from Reid St. to St. Johns Ave. – continued

Mr. Sloan advised that he would be amenable to either option. He further shared that GM has
asked that all dealership facilities meet new, more stringent, facility requirements with new
dealer agreements that must be met within 12 months. Their challenge will be to bring the
current facility up to full compliance by that time by redesigning the dealership and lot, in hopes
not to have to relocate the facility. Mr. Sloan said that the request for a road closure, if
approved, should allow them to be able meet the requirements they must be met, if they are not
able to meet the requirements, the dealership facility will not be allowed to operate at the
current location. So unless they can grow in some other direction, they will have to move the
dealership.  

Discussion continued.

Motion made by Phil Leary to recommend to the City Commission that the road be closed with
the stipulation that the road be re-opened if the dealership fails. Motion failed for a lack of a
second.

Motion by Zachary Landis to table this case to satisfy the end site plan and gain current traffic
accident/incident reports for that portion of 16th Street. Seconded by Earl Wallace. Discussion:
Mr. Leary suggested for time sake, maybe this request should be forwarded to the City
Commission. Mr. Sloan stated that he had no problem providing the requested information. By
a show of hands with 3 yeas and 1 nay, motion carried.

Ms. Holmes asked for clarity, what specific items the Board wanted to see as far as more
information on the site plan.

Mr. Sloan advised that he had asked the Palatka Police Department for traffic reports for that
portion of 16th Street and was told they could not provide that information. He said if the City
could secure that information, he would love to have it as well. He also stated that he would
forward a site plan that will be as envisioned in the end, with all the requirements met and the
improvements done. It will include how the lot will transition, traffic flow, signage, parking,
ingress/egress and fencing. 

Mr. Landis stated that he wanted to see a completed plan, how it will look when all is said and
done.

Motion made by Phil Leary to request that staff develop a road closing criteria or application.
Seconded by Randy Braddy. All voting members voted affirmative. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

Case PB 09-16 Address:  Ashbrooke Estates
Parcel(s): 10-10-26-0000-0010; 0020; 0030; and 0040

          Applicant:  Kenneth M. & Susan M. Downs and Brooke D. & Jared Guy
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Case PB 09-16 Ashbrooke Estates - continued

Request: To rezone from R-4 (Mobile home/conventional home residential
district) to R-1 (Single-family residential) for three +/- acres.

(Public Hearing)

Mr. Downs explained that this portion of land should have been included when the original 
rezoning of Ashbrooke sub-division was submitted but he failed to include it. This is consistent 
with the Future Land Use map. 

(Regular Meeting)

Motion made by Randy Braddy to recommend approval to the City Commission to rezone from
R-4 (Mobile home/conventional home residential district) to R-1 (Single-family residential) for 
three +/- acres. Seconded by Phil Leary. All present voted, affirmative. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 5:45 pm.


