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MINUTES

June 1, 2023

The minutes of the proceedings of a regular meeting Historic Preservation Board held on the first day of June 2023 at 4:00 PM at City Hall, 201 N. 2nd St., Palatka, FL 32177.

The meeting begins at 24 minutes 09 seconds on the YouTube recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_iZ73WSJZ0  In accord with the Florida Retention schedule, this link will expire after 2 years. 

1. CALL TO ORDER at 4:00 PM
a. Invocation led by Chaplain Mulberry
b. Pledge of Allegiance led by Mr. Beaton 
c. Roll Call

Elizabeth van Rensburg, Chair 



Present 

Allen Sheffield, Vice Chair



Not present 

Larry Beaton, Board Member 



Present 

Christopher Hollister, Board Member


Present

Breanna Pierce, Board Member


Present

Patti Vogt, Board Member



Present

Timothy Jefferson, Board Member


Not present 

Mary Jane Rosa, Alternate Board Member

Present

Also present: Lisa Walsh, Planning Director; Sunni Krantz, City Clerk; William Ennis; Present via telecommunications technology: Valeria Bland Thomas, City Attorney; Jackie Pollack, Planning Clerk; Alonzo Mulberry, City Chaplain
d. Appeal Procedures & ExParte Communication

Ms. van Rensburg advised she received a call from Ms. Pam Garris.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. May 4, 2023

Motion to approve by Ms. Pierce. Second by Ms. Vogt. Motion passed unanimously.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

(Speakers limited to three minutes - no action taken on items)

The floor was opened to public comment. Hearing none, the floor was closed to public comment.
4. REGULAR BUSINESS

* a. HPB Case 23-15: Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness after the fact for exterior new sidings, gutters, and windows, and restoration of glass porch. Owner: Svein Bakken Address: 608 Oak St., Palatka, FL 32177 Parcel No.: 42-10-27-6850-0380-0050

Ms. Walsh advised the Board the additional information received a few days ago addresses the questions she had. She provided copy of the additional information (see handout). This home was built between 1882 - 1884. The applicant proposes to replace the rotten wood siding with hardie board. The applicant is requesting a 6 ft fence in the front of the property, which per the code, will have to be 4 ft maximum height. The applicant proposes to repair the wooden gutters with wood. 
Ms. Walsh advised the applicant intends to restore the windows or replace them as close to original as possible. 

Board discussion commenced. The board wishes the matter of replacement windows to come before it.

Mr. William Ennis 2114 President St., Palatka, FL 32177 representing the applicant, advised the cypress siding has rotten and they would like to use hardie board to apply and lap so that no one will be able to tell the difference. Mr. Ennis advised 30% of the siding is compromised (estimate). Mr. Ennis advised the siding damage is on the porch on the side of the house and the rear of the home (in one area due to a leak). Mr. Ennis spoke regarding the expense of cypress siding and advised he is a retired general contractor.

Board discussion with Mr. Ennis commenced. The Chair advised the board does not like hardie board as it is tasked with maintaining the Secretary of the Interior’s standards.  Ms. Vogt spoke in opposition to hardie board siding. Mr. Hollister advised there was a home the board approved some hardie board in the rear of the property where it would not be reasonable because it could not be seen there. Ms. Rosa and Ms. van Rensburg spoke of the carefulness of the board not to set a precedent of using hardie board.

Motion by Ms. Vogt to wait to discuss the use of hardie board siding until the homeowner comes back regarding other work (windows, roof, etc.). (The meeting will be the applicant's choice.) Second by Ms. Pierce. Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Hollister asked Mr. Ennis to bring back siding pricing. 
b. HPB Case 23-16: Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to paint house, repair, replace, and restore as necessary windows, fencing, molding, siding, porch, driveway, and walkway, replace garage door and change swing of the front door. Owner: Dennis Byrn Address: 212 Dodge St., Palatka, FL 32177 Parcel No.: 42-10-27-6850-0440-0042

Ms. Walsh advised the applicant has requested to paint the exterior of house; repair, restore & replace windows as necessary; change swing of front door; repair molding & siding; repair driveway and walkway; replace garage door; repair fence; and repair porch. Ms. Walsh advised many of these repairs (like for like) can be made at the staff level, however the garage door must come before the board as it is not like for like. She advised the proposed garage door looks more like a barn door than what is currently there.

Mr. Dennis Byrn 212 Dodge St., Palatka, FL 32177, the applicant, advised this project is a total rebuild of the home from the foundation up. He built the proposed window sashes and frames for the upstairs window. The current garage door is a metal swinging door. He has natural reclaimed wood from another house in the neighborhood, he would like to use it to build a garage door. He proposes a single 8 ft. by 8 ft. sliding door. The door will have a "z" design. Mr. Beaton advised the garage door will be clearly visible from Dodge Street. Ms. Rosa spoke in favor of the "z" design being on the inside of the door.

The floor was opened to public comment. Hearing none, the floor was closed to public comment.

Motion by Ms. Rosa the "z" support be put on the interior of the door. Second by Ms. Vogt. Motion passed unanimously.

5. PUBLIC RECOGNITION

Recognition of Historic Preservation Month Ms. The Clerk read the Proclamation which proclaimed May 2023 as Historic Preservation Month (within the agenda packet) issued by unanimous vote by the Palatka City Commission.
6. STAFF AND BOARD COMMENTS

Chair van Rensburg spoke of a brochure that existed more than 15 years ago that said "so you bought a historic in Palatka and now what...?" She said a brochure would be great to have now, that would include answers to frequently asked questions. She asked for volunteers to assist City Staff in putting together this brochure. Ms. Vogt and Ms. Pierce volunteered. Chair van Rensburg asked the brochure to come back before the board. Staff will provide the volunteers with frequently asked questions.

Motion by Ms. Pierce for the board to come together and collaborate to make a “welcome to the neighborhood” brochure and include frequently asked questions of what the next step of owning a historical home is. Second by Ms. Rosa. Motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Walsh advised she has received a 60% completed cultural resource survey. The contractor has asked for a 2-week extension, at which time it will be final. Mr. Beaton advised he would like to look at the draft before it becomes final.

Mr. Hollister pointed out that the North TIF District and the North Historic District are different. The Clerk advised that a map of the TIF boundaries and Historic District boundaries is currently on the City’s website. 
7. ADJOURN at 5:06 PM
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hollister. 
NOTICES: ANY PERSON AGGRIEVED BY A DECISION OF THE BOARD MAY, WITHIN 15 DAYS THEREAFTER, APPLY TO THE CITY COMMISSION FOR A REVIEW OF THE BOARD'S DECISION. SUCH APPLICATION MUST BE FILED WITH THE CITY MANAGER IN WRITING. OBJECTIONS BY PROPERTY OWNERS TO NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION(S) MUST BE NOTARIZED TO BE INCLUDED IN THE RECORD. SECTION 54-4-74, PALATKA MUNICIPAL CODE

ANY PERSON WISHING TO APPEAL ANY DECISION MADE BY THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, AND FOR SUCH PURPOSE MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE, AT THE APPLICANT'S EXPENSE, WHICH RECORD INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED. FS 286.0105

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES REQUIRINGACCOMMODATIONS IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CITY CLERK'S OFFICE AT 386-329-0100 AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE TO REQUEST ACCOMMODATIONS.
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