“A Place for Nature Based Learning
& Peaceful Reflection”

A Self-Guided Walking Tour

Brief History of the
Palatka Water Works
From 1886 to 1986 the
Palatka Water Works
provided up to one million
gallons of water a day to
the City of Palatka for local use. When it was closed the
building and grounds fell into disrepair. In 1999, a grant was
acquired to repair the roof and repoint the outside brickwork.
With additional donations from many organizations, area
businesses, and individuals, the first phase of restoration was
accomplished in 2002. Since then, the interior of the building has been restored, an amphitheater and restrooms have
been constructed, a nature trail has been developed, a large
“water wall” exhibit was installed inside, a community
organic garden was established, and a gopher tortoise and
sand hill habitat has been added. More is being planned for
the future of Water Works.
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Site Map

Mini Scavenger Hunt
On your walk did you see?
Balance Beam? Tortoise Slide?
Hugging Trees? Bee Hives?
Post with 5 Lives?
Open to the Public: Every Wednesday 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
and 1st Sunday each month – 1:00 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Contact: (386) 329-3611
Website: www.palatkawaterworks.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PWWEEC/
Address: 1101 Whitewater Drive, Palatka, FL 32177
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Areas of Interest
Observation Deck
Bartram Woods/Glade
Wildflower Walkway
Bartram Woods
PucPuggy Nature Trail
Organic Garden
Tortoise Habitat
Water Works Building
Amphitheater
Wetlands/Ponds Area
Use the numbers above and the numbered items on the next
two pages to find the kiosks that will tell you about the history
of Palatka Water Works and provide information about our
animals and plants. Please take time to read the quotes along the
trails, rest a bit on the benches, and appreciate nature!
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Turn the page

Observation Deck—History of Water Works
Enjoy the view! Take time to read the informative kiosks and learn about our history
and how Water Works operated for 100
years. Observe the old brick channel, water
flowing from Ravine Gardens, the settling
ponds, holding tanks, and much more.

Bartram Woods/Glade (2 sided kiosk)
Take a leisurely stroll through the glade area and look
for labels that identify trees and shrubs such as: witch
hazel, dwarf palmetto, red mulberry, American horn
beam, devils walking stick, Florida hobble bush,
spruce pine and fringe tree.

Bartram Woods/Layers of Forests

Wildflower Walkway
Located in front of the Water Works building, the
walkway is built from brick once used for the city
streets of Palatka. Many species of native wildflowers can be seen: coreopsis (Florida state flower),
firebush, passion flower vine, black-eyed susan,
columbine, beauty berry, and many more.

PucPuggy Nature Trail
Water Works is one of over 30 sites on the Bartram
Trail in Putnam County. This kiosk tells about
PucPuggy, the name given to William Bartram by
the Native Americans. The name means flower
hunter or gatherer,. Hike the 1/3-mile trail and see
many native plants and trees. Take time to read
and reflect on the inspirational quotes along the trail. Be sure to check out the
“tortoise tunnel”!

Gopher Tortoise/Sand Hill Habitat (2 sided kiosk)
Stop at the kiosk and learn about this unique habitat.
Search for our many tortoise burrows. On a warm
afternoon you may catch a glimpse of one or more
of our four resident gopher tortoises: Sandy, Shelly,
Sticky and Poly.

Forests are made up of layers or strata of different plants.
Study the kiosk to learn about the layers of the forest: the
canopy (tallest trees), the understory layer, then the shrub
layer (small trees, saplings, and mature shrubs) followed
by the grass or herb layer. Finally, there is a ground layer
with its litter of dead leaves and twigs. Can you find the
creatures hiding in the graphic?

Community Organic Garden (No kiosk)
This area contains garden plots for 18-20 organic
gardeners, who grow a wide variety of produce.
Be sure to look for the bee hives and our orchard
close by.

Water Works Building
This building housed the original water pump which
was able to pump over a million gallons of water a
day. Today it is the center of many educational endeavors and includes a water room containing a huge
lighted display of the uses of water and the water
cycle. Our natural history habitat room has many
educational displays for you to view.

Wetlands/Ponds Area
Amphitheater (No kiosk)
This beautiful sloped, grassy area provides seating for events,
presentations, and concerts and is close to a picnic area perfect
for enjoying your lunch. Did you see the post with 5 lives?
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If you have time, walk the trail along the wetlands
habitat behind the Water Works Building for a closeup look at aquatic plants pictured on the kiosk. The
ponds also host a variety of wading birds, otters,
frogs, snakes, turtles, and an occasional alligator.
3

See back page

